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FUNERAL  SERMON. 


PSALM  XC.  12. 
SO  TEACH  US  TO    NUMBER  OUR  DATS,  THAT  WE    MAT 
APPLY  OUR  HEARTS  UNTO  WISDOM, 


'OD  is  constantly  holding  out  instruc- 
tion to  the  children  of  men.  His  hand  is  stretch- 
ed out  all  day  long.  His  voice  is  a  warning  voice. 
Happy  are  they  who  have  an  ear  to  hear,  and  a 
heart  to  receive  instruction  ! 

The  shortness  and  uncertainty  of  human  life  are 
frequently  brought  to  view  in  the  word  of  God  5 
and  his  providence  confirms  the  truth  of  the  scrip- 
tural declarations  on  these  points.  Solemn  proofs 
of  our  mortality  crowd  upon  us  almost  daily. 
We  not  only  see  one  generation  pass  away  as  anoth- 
er Cometh ;  but  in  the  midst  of  life  we  are  in 
death.  No  period  is  free.  Not  only  the  aged, 
groaning  under  the  burthen  of  years  ;  but  the  in- 
fant, the  sprightly  youth,  and  blooming  maiden, 
bow  to  the  king  of  terrors,  Peath  stalks,  in  vari- 
ous shapes,  in  every  path  we  tread  ;  so  that  it 
seems  as  if  we  could  not  forget  at  any  time  that 
we  may  be  on  the  brink  of  the  grave.  Yet  who 
is  not  laying  out  for  a  length  of  years !  Even  the 


aged,  whose  thread  of  life  is  necessarily  almost- 
spun,  have  commonly  some  schemes  which  must 
require  years  to  accomplish.  Our  mortal  like- 
ness is  set  before  us  as  in  a  glass.  We  behold  the 
sight,  and  are  affected  with  it ;  but  soon  the  re- 
membrance is  lost ;  the  impressions  made,  give 
place  to  those  of  other  objects,  and  death  is  view- 
ed only  at  a  distance. 

These  remarks  are  justified  by  our  text  and  the 
preceding  part  of  the  Psalm.  Thus  saith  the  Psalm- 
ist, Thou  turnest  man  to  destruction  :  and  sayest.  Re- 
turn, ye  children  of  men. — Thou  (^arriest  them  away 
as  with  a  jiood  ;  they  are  as  a  sleep :  in  the  morning 
they  are  like  grass  which  groweth  up.  In  the  morn- 
ing it  jlourisheth  and  groweth  up  ;  in  the  evening  it  is 
cut  down  and  wither eth.  We  spend  our  years  as  a  tale 
that  is  told.  The  days  of  our  years,  are  threescore 
years  and  ten  ;  and  if  by  reason  of  strength  they  be  four- 
score years^  yet  is  their  strength  labor  and  sorrow  :  for 
it  is  soon  cut  off,  and  we  fly  away.  And  from  the 
propensity  there  is  in  mankind  to  put  far  away 
the  day  of  death,  and  delay  the  concerns  of  eterni- 
ty, the  Psalmist  was  led  to  make  the  fervent  pray- 
er. So  teach  us  to  number  our  days,  that  we  ?nay  apply 
cur  hearts  unto  wisdora.  By  making  it  a  subject 
of  prayer,  that  we  may  be  taught  to  number  our 
days,  he  acknowledges  this  propensity  to  forget 
how  few  our  days  are  ;  and  the  necessity  of  di- 
vine teaching  in  order  to  make  a  suitable  improve- 
ment under  the  constant  evidence  we  have  of  our 
frailty.  Solemn  indeed  are  the  dispensations  of 
providence !  Solemn  and  instructing  the  occasion 


of  our  meeting  this  day  at  this  house  ;  so  frequent- 
ly of  late,  a  house  of  mourning.  May  we  now 
pray  for  grace  to  number  our  days  so  that  we  may 
apply  our  hearts  to  wisdom,  that  this  be  not  reck- 
oned also  among  our  misimproved  opportunities. 
It  is  proposed  in  this  discourse,  to  attempt 

I.  To  shew  what  is  implied  in  numbering  our 
days. 

II.  What  we  are  to  understand  by  Wisdom, 
in  this  place. 

III.  When  it  may  be  said  we  apply  our  hearts 
to  wisdom. 

IV.  How  numbering  our  days  tends  to  lead 
the  heart  to  wisdom. 

V.  Why  this  should  be  our   earnest  prayer 
that  we  may  so  number  our  days. 

I.     What  is  implied  in  numbering  our  days. 

This  cannot  mean  that  we  should  ascertain  the 
length  of  time  we  have  to  live.  This  is  unknown. 
Though  there  be  an  appointed  time  to  man  upon 
earth ;  yet  we  know  not  the  day  of  our  death. 
Neither  has  God  encouraged  any  one  to  pry  into 
the  secrets  of  futurity.  He  has  commanded  us  to 
be  always  ready  ;  but  not  that  we  should  seek  to 
know  the  day  of  our  death.  This  remains  a  se- 
cret with  God  ;  and  is  wisely  hidden  from  mor- 
tals :  that  so  they  may  not  promise  themselves 
long  life,  nor  reckon  upon  length  of  days. 

But  while  the  Psalmist  gives  a  representation  of 
the  uncertainty  of  life  ;  the  extreme  swiftness  with 
which  it  passeth  away  ;  and  the  shortness  of  the 
period  which^is   generally  the  iitmost  bound   of 
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ii'dman  life,  his  prayer  in  this  connexion  is  easily 
understood.  Doth  it  not  imply,  Teach  us  to  re- 
alize and  lay  to  heart  these  truths,  as  they  apply 
to  ourselves.  Make  us  to  feel  that  man  at  his  best 
estate  is  altogether  vanity  ;  and  that  our  life  is 
passing  away  as  a  tale  that  is  told.  Teach  us  to 
consider  how  short  even  threescore  years  and  ten 
will  appear  when  they  are  past.  And  O  may  we 
consider  that  we  are  liable  to  be  cut  down,  like 
grass,  which  is  flourishing  in  the  morning,  and  at 
evening  may  be  withered.  This  prayer  is  much 
the  same  with  that  of  David,  in  Psalm  39.  Lord, 
make  me  to  know  mine  end,  and  the  measure  of  my  days, 
what  it  is  ;  that  hnay  know  how  frail  lam* 

Again,  to  number  our  days,  may  also  well  im- 
ply, that  we  reflect  on  the  days  of  our  short  life 
which  are  already  past  ;  and  consider  how  much 
of  our  precious  time  is  gone — irrecoverably  gone  ! 
In  this  view,  the  question.  How  old  art  thou  ^  \^ 
calculated  to  bring  up  solemn  considerations  to 
the  mind  ;  and  especially  to  such  as  are  advanced 
in  years.  With  respect  to  many  of  us,  thus  to 
number  our  days,  must  shew  that  we  can  have 
but  a  short  space  to  live,  according  to  the  course 
of  nature ;  and  must  point  out  the  importance  of 
a  wise  improvement  of  what  remains  of  life. 

And  may  we  not  further  consider  numbering 
our  days,  so  as  to  apply  the  heart  to  wisdom,  im- 
plying that  we  compare  the  shortness  of  human 
life  with  succeeding  eternity,  and  the  vast  concerns 
which  are  depending  on  our  continuance  here. 


and  the  improvement  we  make  of  our  probationa- 
ry state  ? 

II.     To  shew  what  v^e   are  to   understand  by 
Wisdom,  as  used  in  this  connexion. 

Wisdom,  in  scripture,   frequently  signifies  the 
same  as  Religion.     The  terms  wise  2.nd  foolish  ex- 
press the  different  characters  of  saints  and  sinners ; 
particularly  in  the  book  of  Proverbs.     The  pro- 
priety of  the  terms  is  very  obvious.     For  it  must 
be  allowed  by  every  one,  that  we  act  a  very  un- 
wise part,  to  neglect  the  care  of  the  immortal  soul, 
for  the  care  of  the  body,  which  must  soon  mould- 
er into  dust.     It  is  a  mark  of  folly  to  slight  or  neg- 
lect treasures  in  heaven,  and  joys  which  never  fail, 
for  perishable  things  on  earth,  and  pleasures  which 
,  are  unsatisfying  and  fleeting.     That  which  is  pre- 
ferred bears  no  adequate  proportion  to  that  which 
is  slighted.     Should  a  man  gain  the  whole  world, 
and  lose  his  soul,  he  would  be  an  infinite  loser. 
'     Let  us  consider  a  moment,  and  our  own  com- 
mon sense  will  point  out  what  is  wisdom  for  us. 
Let  us  take  a  view  of  our  present  state,  and  look 
forward   to  what  is  before   us.     We,  are   beinsrs 
whom  God  has  sent  into  the  world,  and  placed 
here  in  a  state  of  probation  for  eternity.     This 
world  is  not  our  abiding  place.     Here  we  have  no 
continuing  city.     Soon  must  we  all  be  gone  5  and 
the  places  which  now  know  us,  shall  know  us  no 
more  forever.     But  though  constantly  passing  off 
this  stage  of  action,  we  do  not  go  out  of  existence  ; 
And  our  future  existence  will  be  happy  or  misera- 


bic,  according  to  the  character  we  form  herce 
We  know  not  how  soon  our  probation  will  end, 
we  be  called  to  account,  and  our  eternal  state  fixed. 
"We  are  all  sinners.  God's  word  declares  it.  The 
triumphs  of  death  over  our  race  prove  it.  As 
sinners,  we  deserve  God's  wrath— to  endure  the 
penalty  of  his  broken  law.  Having  by  nature  an 
unholy  heart,  we  are  by  nature  unqalified  for  the 
kingdom  and  presence  of  God.  Hence,  without 
forgiveness  of  sin,  and  a  change  of  heart,  no  one 
can  be  happy  after  death.  There  is  but  one  way 
in  which  we  can  possibly  obtain  forgiveness  of 
sin,  and  be  justified  before  God.  That  is  by  faith 
in  Jesus  Christ.  He  who  believeth  not  is  condemned 
already.  But  there  is  no  condemnation  to  them  who 
are  in  Christ  yesusi,  who  walk  not  after  the  fiesh,  hut 
after  the  spirit.  And  saith  Christ,  If  ye  believe  not 
that  I  am  he^  ye  shall  die  in  your  sins. 

These  being  admitted,  it  follows,  that  he  only  is 
wise,  who  has  fled  for  refuge  to  Jesus  Christ,  as  a 
strong  hold  in  the  day  of  wrath.  He  only  is  wise, 
who  has  chosen  that  good  part  which  can  never 
be  taken  from  him.  This  is  true  wisdom,  to 
know  God  and  Jesus  Christ,  whom  he  hath  sent — ■ 
to  know  our  guilty,  wretched  state,  and  the  pow- 
er of  his  resurrection,  and  the  fellowship  of  his 
sufferings,  being  made  conformable  unto  his 
death.  The  soul  which  is  united  to  Christ  by  a 
living,  purifying  faith,  and  so  delivered  from 
the  dominion  and  condemnation  of  sin,  is  made 
for  time  and  for  eternity.    For  such  an  one  to 


die  is  gairii — to  put  off  the  body  is  to  be  present 
with  the  Lord.  Blessed  are  the  dead  who  die  in  the 
Lord,  If  thou  he  wise,  thou  shah  he  wise  for  thyself 
And  in  the  same  view,  Moses  breaks  out  in 
that  pathetic  strain.  0  that  they  were  wise, 
that  they  understood  this,  that  they  would  consider 
their  latter  end  !  Hence, 

III.  We  may  readily  see,  when  it  may  be  said 
we  apply  our  hearts  to  wisdom. 

This  implies  that  we  feel  the  importance  of  re- 
ligion. It  is  not  viewed  as  a  matter  of  indilier- 
ence,  or  secondary  consequence,  but  the  one  thing 
needful.  We  apply  ourselves  with  our  might  to 
gain  the  knowledge  of  God  ;  to  understand  his 
word,  and  the  way  of  salvation  by  Jesus  Christ ; 
and  to  know  ourselves.  It  implies  that  we  read- 
ily and  cordially  embrace  the  gospel  offer.  The 
heart  is  the  seat  of  religion,;  With  the  heart  man 
helieveth  unto  righteousness. 

The  natural  heart  is  opposed  to  God.  But 
this  implies  that  we  become  reconciled  to  God, 
to  his  government  and  gospel ;  not  merely  in  ap- 
pearance and  name,  but  in  heart.  And  our  ar- 
dent desire  is  that  we  may  wih  Christ  and  be 
found  in  him  :  and  be  prepared  for  the  appear- 
ance, and  coming  of  the  Lord.  We  dare  not  put 
off  the  concerns  of  eteirnity.  We  dare  not  delay. 
We  cry  after  knowledge  y  and  lift  up  the  voice  for  under- 
standing :  ive  seek  for  her  as  for  silver,  and  search 
for  her  as  for  hid  treasures.  We  can  have  no  rest 
while  we  have  not  evidence  of  Christ  being  form- 
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ed  In  us.  And  when  the  heart  is  applied  to  wis- 
dom, we  are  pressing  forward,  striving  to  attain 
to  the  full  assurance  of  hope.  The  Apostle  ap- 
plied his  heart  to  wisdom,  while  he  strove  to 
keep  under  his  body,  pressed  forward  to  those 
things  to  which  he  had  not  attained,  and  labour- 
ed to  fight  the  good  fight  of  faith,  and  to  finish 
his  course.  And  so  we  shall  be  looking  for,  and 
hasting  to  the  coming  of  the  day  of  God. 

IV.  To  number  our  days  aright  may  have  ef- 
fect to  lead  the  heart  to  wisdom. 

In  carrying  on  the  work  of  grace  in  the  soul, 
God  is  pleased  to  work  by  regular  steps,  though 
he  make  use  of  various  means.  The  mind  is  to  be 
enlightened,  and  the  conscience  convinced,  be- 
fore the  heart  be  changed.  And  to  every  duty  of 
the  christian  life,  powerful  motives  arc  brought  to 
view.  x4.nd  a  realizing  sense  of  the  shortness  of 
life,  the  uncertainty  of  enjoying  another  day,  and 
that,  if  this  moment  passes  unimproved,  we  shall 
ever  have  another  offer  of  mercy,  is  one  of  the 
most  powerful  means  of  awakening  the  mind. 
This  makes  men  feel  the  worth  of  the  soul,  the 
importance  of  religion,  and  the  value  of  time. 

It  is  while  sinners  feel  as  if  their  mountain 
stands  strong,  that  they  view  religion  of  little  con- 
sequence. Let  them  only  see  that  their  feet  stand 
on  slippery  places,  liable  every  moment  to  slide — 
let  them  see  death  at  the  door,  and  it  is  impossi- 
ble to  feel  indifferent.  When  thoughtless  mor- 
tals put  far  off  the  evil  day,  they  feel  secure,  and 


seek  great  things  for  themselves  here,  while  the 
precious  soul  is  neglected.  But  did  each  soul  in 
this  assembly  reahze  that  this  day  may  be  their 
last,  instead  of  cold  indifference  as  to  eternal  con- 
cerns, the  earnest  cry  of  every  unrenewed  soul 
would  be,  what  shall  I  do  ?  Young  sinners  would 
lose  their  relish  for  vain  amusements,  if  they  were 
awake  to  solemn  realities.  Did  aged  sinners  num- 
ber their  days,  and  lay  to  heart  how  near  their 
lamp  is  out,  fearfulness  would  take  place  of  that 
surprizing  apathy  which  now  possesses  them. 
And  did  christians  constantly  maintain  a  sense  of 
the  shortness  of  their  time  ;  did  they  realize  how 
much  of  it  is  already  gone,  and  how  little  space 
can  remain  in  which  they  may  have  opportunity 
to  glorify  God  on  earth,  it  would  prove  a  power- 
ful stimulus  to  diligence  in  duty,  and  to  quicken 
them  to  press  forward  in  their  course.  It  is  when 
they  lose  sight  of  this,  that  they  are  entangled  with 
the  world,  and  are  pursuing  diverse  vanities. 

But  never  will  any  be  concerned  for  their  souls, 
and  persuaded  to  seek  first  the  kingdom  of  God 
and  his  righteousness,— never  will  any,  in  earnest, 
apply  their  hearts  to  wisdom,  till  they  see  their 
danger  of  losing  their  souls  forever,  and  that  a 
moment's  delay  is  infinitely  hazardous.  All  the 
threatenings  of  God*s  word — all  the  alarming 
calls  in  his  providence,  will  have  no  effect  to  ex- 
cite them  to  seek  the  Lord,  so  long  as  they  feel 
that  another  time  will  do  as  well.  All  these  will 
have  no  effect  to  quicken  saints  to  stand  with  theix' 
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loins  girded,  and  their  lamps  trimmed  and  burn- 
ing, waiting  to  be  called  into  their  master*s  pres- 
ence, so  long  as  they  are  flattering  themselves 
with  length  of  days,  and  do  not  realize  that  their 
life  is  a  vapour— a  declining  shadow. 

JBut  rightly  to  number  our  days,  so  as  to  see 
how  frail  we  are,  must  carry  conviction  with  it, 
of  the  evil  of  sin,  the  vanity  of  the  world,  and 
the  inexpressible  importance  of  religion.  It 
must  make  sinners  fear  and  cry  for  mercy ;  and 
saints  walk  with  holy  caution.  Thus  it  tends  to 
lead  the  heart  to  wisdom— to  seek  those  things, 
as  of  the  utmost  consequence,  which  otherwise 
are  slighted  and  neglected. 

V.  To  show  why  it  should  be  a  subject  of  ear- 
nest prayer,  that  we  may  be  taught  so  to  number 
our  days  as  to  apply  our  hearts  to  wisdom. 

A  few  considerations  must  be  suiEcient  to  make 
this  plain  to  every  attentive  observer. 

Mankind  are  prone  to  put  off  the  day  of  their 
ovvm  death,  and  view  it  at  a  great  distance — to 
stifle  the  pressing  calls  of  reason  and  conscience, 
by  flattering  themselves  with  a  more  convenient 
season  than  the  present.  There  are  but  few  who 
do  not  feel  so  much  of  the  necessity  of  religion,  as 
to  resolve  they  will  at  some  time  attend  to  it ;  but 
are  not  persuaded  now  to  apply  their  hearts  to  it. 
Mankind  are  also  apt  soon  to  forget  the  most  sot 
emn  and  warning  admonitions—soon  to  lose  the 
impressions  made  by  the  sight  of  death.  They  as- 
semble at  the   house  of  mourning ;  see  a  fellow 


worm  committed  to  the  dust ;  they  go  away  and 
forget  that  they  are  dying.  Or,  they  recover 
from  the  bed  of  sickness,  and  feel  as  though  they 
had  gained  a  conquest,  and  the  bitterness  of  death 
were  passed.  Yea,  some  go  on  from  year  to  year, 
and  grey  hairs  are  here  and  there  upon  ihem.^  and 
they  know  it  net.  And  there  is  the  utmost  danger 
of  their  being  overtaken  unawares— that  they 
will  not  arouse  from  their  fatal  inattention,  till 
they  feel  the  hand  of  death  upon  them  ;  and  till 
it  be  too  late  ! 

These  things  being  considered,  and  they  are 
truths  which  cannot  be  denied,  shew  the  import- 
ance of  prayer,  that  God,  who  has  all  hearts  in  his 
hands,  would  incline  our  hearts  to  wisdom — that 
HE  would  impress  those  truths  which  mortals  are 
so  inclined  to  resist.  This  disposition  to  disre- 
gard the  evidence  of  our  mortality,  and  to  suffer 
the  impressions  which  are  made  at  any  time  on 
our  minds  to  wear  oft,  shews  our  need  of  divine 
teaching.  Without  this  we  shall  receive  no  last- 
ing benefit  from  the  most  instructing  dispensa- 
tions of  providence.  A  little  acquaintance  with 
our  own  heart,  and  review  of  our  past  life,  must 
be  sufficient  to  convince  that  this  is  true.  But 
while  God  is  addressing  men  in  his  providence, 
He,  and  only  He,  can  set  home  the  truth,  and 
make  men  feel  it,  as  it  applies  to  themselves.  The 
Psalmist,  when  he  reflected  on  the  brevity  of  life, 
prayed  to  this  effect,  that  instruction  might  be 
sealed,  and  Iiis   heart  affected  and  ensraaed.     He 
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felt  that,  without  this,  he  should  soon  forget  his 
frailty,  and  lose  the  impressions  made  on  his 
mind.  And  if  christians  have  not  such  a  view  of 
the  treachery  of  their  hearts,  and  such  a  sense  of 
their  dependance,  as  to  look  to  God  in  prayer 
in  like  manner,  they  will  not  be  engaged  in  earnest 
to  seek  the  kingdom  of  God  and  his  righteous- 
ness— "they  will  lose  the  benefit  of  this  solemn, 
monitory  providence.  If  such  as  have  lived  to 
this  day  without  any  serious  concern  for  their 
souls,  are  not  brought  to  feel  their  need  of  divine 
teaching,  so  as  to  pray  for  it,  they  will  still  remain 
in  their  state  of  fatal  indifference.  And  now, 
how  fervently  should  each  one  pray,  while  he  feels 
his  own  propensity  to  put  far  off  the  day  of  death, 
and  is  moved  with  tender  concern  for  those  who 
wholly  neglect  their  eternal  interests.  So  teach  us 
all  to  number  our  days^  that  we  may  apply  our  hearts 
unto  wisdom, 

IMPROVEMENT. 

From  our  subject  we  learn  the  improvement  we 
ought  to  make  of  the  frequent  instances  of  mor- 
tality which  take  place  among  us.  We  ought  to 
consider  them  as  the  voice  of  God,  solemnly  ad- 
dressing us,  testifying  the  uncertainty  of  life,  and 
calling  each  one  to  prepare  to  meet  his  presence. 
This  is  the  third  time,  in  less  than  two  years,  we 
Tiave  been  called  to  this  house  to  behold  our  mor- 
tal likeness— to  see  the  demonstration  that  in  the 
midst  of  life  we  are  in  death.     The  solemn  scene 


will  be  misimproved,  the  voice  of  God  disregard- 
ed, if  \^e  are  not  made  to  believe  and  lay  to  hearty 
we  must  die,  but  know  not  the  day  of  our  death— 
if  we  are  not  excited  to  look  forward  to  a  death 
bed,  a  dying  hour,  and  enquire  what  will  be  found 
necessary  then. 

A  wise  improvement  of  our  subject  will  lead  uS 
to  turn  our  attention  within,  and  to  examine  care- 
fully our  present  state,  whether  we  are  prepared 
to  die.  It  should  lead  us  to  viev/  death  as  now ' 
taking  place.  Will  it  be  necessary  then  to  have 
abundance  of  wealth  ?  Will  it  be  any  consolation 
to  be  able  to  say,  All  these  things,  as  far  as  the 
eye  extends,  are  mine  ?  Will  a  numerous  circle 
of  acquaintance  *and  friends  keep  the  mind  from 
sinking  when  death  approaches  ?  No.  Nothing 
short  of  a  comfortable  hope  in  the  righteousness 
of  Christ  for  our  justification,  can  be  of  any  real 
worth  at  that  time.  But  if  we  have  peace  with- 
in, and  enjoy  the  light  of  God's  countenance,  we 
may  pass  cheerfully  through  the  dark  valley  of 
the  shadow  of  death.  We  should  be  excited  to 
examine  carefully  the  ground  of  our  hope  of  un- 
ion to  Jesus  Christ.  There  may  be  a  hope  that 
will  perish.  Let  us  remember,  ^^«y  man  be  in 
Christ  he  is  a  new  creature.  His  heart  is  changed. 
The  power  of  sin  is  broken.  With  the  mind  he 
serves  the  law  of  God.  That  faith  which  unites  to 
Jesus  Christ,  and  justifies  before  God,  is  faith 
which  purifies  the  heart.  We  should  now  be  ex- 
cited to  try  our  character,  and  pass  sentence  on 
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ourselves,  and  be  very  careful  that  our  judgment 
be  ac^cording  to  truth. 

Our  subject,  wisely  improved,  will  show  the  ex- 
treme danger  which  attends  delay.  Every  mo- 
ment any  one  remains  with  his  heart  unreconcil- 
ed to  God,  it  is  at  the  hazard  of  losing  his  soul 
forever.  If  this  opportunity  be  neglected,  it  is 
uncertain  whether  another  offer  of  mercy  be  ever 
made  him.  If  christians  be  not  quickened  to 
stand  in  constant  readiness  for  the  coming  of  their 
Lord,  there  is  great  danger  that  he  will  come  upon 
them  at  an  hour  quite  unexpected,  and  to  their 
great  surprize. 

Again,  the  frequent  instances  of  mortality 
which  take  place,  wisely  improved,  will  teach  the 
vanity  of  all  things  below,  and  especially  the  folly 
of  those  who  set  their  hearts  on  the  things  which 
perish  with  the  using,  or  enjoyments  which  are 
uncertain  in  their  continuance.  Whatever  wealth 
or  honor  any  may  acquire,  soon  a  narrow  lodg- 
ing in  the  grave  will  be  all  they  can  have  of  the 
world.  Children,  the  dear  objects  of  their  affec- 
tion, may  be  taken  from  them,  or  they  cut  off 
from  their  children.  Herein  we  are  admonished^ 
by  a  just  representation,  that  all  our  care  and  at- 
tention are  misapplied  when  we  seek  great  things 
for  ourselves  here,  and  neglect  to  lay  up  for  our- 
selves  treasures  in  heaven.  How  inexcusable  must 
we  be,  if,  after  all  our  warnings,  we  are  found  busi- 
ed only  in  the  cares  or  pleasures  of  time  ! 

And  it  must  be  plain  from  our  subject,  that 
such  solemn  scenes  as   this,   have  no   suitable  ef- 
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feet,  unless  they  lead  us  to  pray.  If  we  have  cdsi 
off  fear,  and  restrained  prayer  before  God,  and  are 
not  now  brought  to  seek  to  him  with  earnest  de- 
sire,  and  from  the  heart  to  turn  to  him,  instead  af 
receiving  benefit,  we  shall  greatly  increase  our 
criminality.  The  first  sensible  exercise  of  the 
new  heart  is  prayer.  Behold  he  prayeth.  If  the 
christian  be  profited  by  this  affecting  admonition^ 
he  will  be  brought  to  humble  himself  before  God, 
to  acknowledge  his  dcpendance  on  divine  grace, 
and  his  heart  will  be  lifted  up  to  God  for  grace 
to  realize  his  frailty,  and  apply  his  heart  to 
wisdom. 

2.  Frorti  our  subject  we  may  learn  the  wis- 
dom and  goodness  of  God  in  the  melancholy  and 
afilictive  dispensations  of  providence. 

We  are  not  able  to  say  wherefore  some  are  dis- 
tinguished by  sore  afflictions  more  than  others. 
To  be  exempt  from  them  is  no  evidence  that  we 
enjoy  the  peculiar  favor  of  God.  And  to  be  tried 
iti  the  furnace  of  affliction  is  no  evidence  against 
It.  No  man  knovjeth  either  love  or  hatred  by  all  thai 
is  before  thern.  But  such  dispensations  of  provi- 
dence are  full  of  instruction.  In  every  instance  of 
death  therb  is  solemn  preaching  to  the  living. 
Herein  we  see  the  truth  verified,  Man  at  his  be  it 
state  is  altogether  vanity.  This  is  calculated  to  hum- 
ble the  pride  of  man,  and  bring  down  his  self  cx,-% 
alting  tliQughts.  Mankind  need  such  admoni- 
tions. Prone  to  disregard  the  voice  of  reasbii, 
and  the  u-arnings  of  God's  word,  '  solemn  fa^^ts^ 
C: 
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^Ijich  it  seems  they  cannot  disregard,  point  oiii: 
their  folly  who  seek  great  things  for  themselves 
here,  and  set  their  heart  on  the  world — who  prom, 
ise  themselves.  Jong  enjoyment  of  children  and 
friends,  or  feel  as  if  their  mountain  stood  strongs 
and  should  not  be  soon  moved. 
.'iiBut  our  subject  leads  to  direct  our  attention 
more  particularly  to  the  mourning  relatives. 

'^''  Distressed  mid  bereaved  Farents^ 
"'^\\l  this  solemn  hour,  how  fervent  with  you 
should  be  the '  prayer  of  the  Psalmist,  So  teach  us 
io'number  our  day f-,  that  we  mafdpply  our  hearts  un- 
to wisdom  !  You  are  greatly  tried  in  the  school  of 
affliction;  and  the  rod  of  the  Almighty  is  still 
shaken  over  you.  In  this  house,  where  for  many 
years  the  voice  of  health  was  heard,  Death  has  be- 
come  a  frequent  visitor.  You  have  seen  a  nu- 
merous family  grown  up  to  maturity,  and  prom- 
ising fair  for  usefulness  and  respectability  :  but 
lo1 ,  the  voice  of  health  is  no' longer  heard.  A 
vei'y  great  breach  is  made  in  your  family.  In 
rapid  succession,  three  of  your  children  havg 
been  hurried,  to  their  long  home.  Perhaps  you 
may  be  ready  to  say  as  one  much  afflicted  of  old 
did,  Call  me  not  Naomi.  Call  me  Mara  ;  for  the 
Almighty  hath  dealt  very  bitterly  with  me.  O  check 
such  rising  thoughts,  and  know  that  God  is  good. 
lie  doth  not  afflict  zuilUngly,  nor  grieve  the  children  of 
men.  He  not  only  has  a  sovereign  right  to  do  his 
will,  but  all  the  dispensations  of  his  providence  are 


directed  by  unerring  wisdom,  and   infinite  good- 
ness ;  and 

"  Infinite  goodness  teaches,  uti  submission." 

Solemn  and  important  instruction  is  tendered 
to  you.  You  are  called  to  realize  the  transitory 
nature  of  all  earthly  enjoyments,  and  consider  your 
own  frailty.  Many  have  found  it  good  for  them 
to  be  afflicted.  May  you  be  enabled  now  to  bless 
God  in  the  day  of  sorrow.  May  you  in  the  end 
find  reason  to  bless  God  for  the  good  you  experi- 
ence from  affliction. 

O  let  these  painful  scenes  which  you  are  called 
to  endure,  have  their  proper  effect,  to  quicken 
you  to  duty.  Many  children  are  still  spared, 
and  how  precious  should  you  consider  the  time, 
while  they  are  continued  to  you  and  you  to  them. 
Jiow  dangerous  are  delays  ! 

May  the  trials  you  experience,  wean  you  from 
the  world,  and  excite  you  to  seek  with  earnest- 
ness for  treasures  in  heaven. 

May  you  be  led  to  contemplate  your  own  disso- 
lution as  near  at  hand.  View  death  as  rapidly  ad- 
vancing. And  may  a  view  of  your  frailty  lead 
to  a  humble  walk  with  God,  in  newness  of  life 
and  new  obedience.  May  your  hearts  be  appli- 
ed to  wisdom,  and  may  the  spirit  of  God  seal  in- 
struction to  your  souls. 

Brethren  and  Sisters  of  the  deceased. 

How  solemn  should  the  present  moment  be  felt ! 
Again  you  are  assembled  to  take  the  last  farewell 
look  of  the  remains  of  a  sister.  Again  you  are 
called,  in  the  providence  of  God,  to  contemplate 
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your  own  frailty,  and  apply  your  hearts  to  wis, 
dom.  You  not  only  see  the  conquests  of  death 
over  others,  but  which  of  you  can  boast  of  that 
health  which  a  few  years  past  reigned  among  you  ? 
All  the  pains  and  weaknesses  we  feel,  are  but  the 
forerunners  of  that  foe  who  steadily  pursues  his 
aim.  They  are  premonitions  of  our  approaching 
end.  Shall  warnings  lose  their  effect  by  being  re- 
peated ?  Shall  death,  by  becoming  a  frequent  vis- 
itor, lose  his  terrors  ?  That  which  you  have  seen 
in  others — the  great  change  by  death,  and  the 
sufferings  of  a  sick  bed,  and  dying  hour,  cannot 
he  remote  from  you.  Should  you  live  even  to  old 
age,  you  will  find  your  days  have  fled  swifter  than 
a  weaver's  shuttle. 

All  these  painful  scenes  will  be  unprofitable, 
unless  they  excite  you  to  give  all  diligence  that 
you  may  be  prepared  to  stand  before  your  Judge. 
What  have  been  your  feelings,  while  beholding 
the  triumphs  of  the  king  of  terrors,  over  those 
connected  with  you  by  the  tender  ties  of  nature  ? 
Did  you  not  realize,  in  that  war  there  is  no  dis- 
charge ?  Did  not  eternity,  in  some  measure,  open 
to  your  view  ?  Were  you  not  led  to  enquire,  had 
it  been  your  turn  instead  of  theirs,  how  you  could 
support  the  trying  hour  ?  what  hope  you  could 
have  beyond  the  grave  ?  O  attend  to  the  voice  of 
conscience.  Put  not  far  off  the  evil  day.  Dare 
not  to  rest,  till  you  feel  your  heart  reconciled  to 
divine  government,  and  can  cheerfully  commit 
your  souls,  in  life  and  death,  to  Him  who  i^  faith- 
ful  to  keep  that  which  is  committed  to  him. 
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The  Youth  in  this  place,  should  consideF 
themselves  particularly  addressed,  this  day,  by 
the  word  and  providence  of  God. 

Again  you  are  admonished  that  youth  is  no  se» 
curity  against  death.  You  are  called  to  remem- 
ber your  Creator,  before  the  evil  days  come,  of 
the  years  draw  nigh  in  which  you  must  say  you 
have  no  pleasure  in  them.  Inexcusable  must  you 
be,  if  you  do  not  consider  your  latter  end,  and  ap- 
ply your  heart  to  wisdom.  While  you  feel  your 
hearts  inclined  to  "enjoy  the  day  of  mirth,"  and 
<«  give  a  loose  to  all  your  fires,"  remember  that  for 
all  these  things  God  will  bring  you  into  judgment.  And 
perhaps  in  the  midst  of  the  pursuit  of  pleasure,  you^ 
may  be  summoned  before  him,  to  give  up  your 
account.  O  turn  not  away  from  this  sad  specta- 
cle, and  refuse  to  receive  instruction.  To  day, 
hear  his  voice,  and  harden  not  your  heart.  As 
you  are  born  to  die,  consider  well  what  will  be 
necessary  in  order  to  enjoy  peace  and  comfort  at 
death. 

Do  I  not  now  address  some,  whose  great  object 
is  to  adorn  their  bodies  f  some,  w^hose  chief  pur- 
suit is  thoughtless  merriment — whose  least  con- 
cern is  for  their  souls  ?  Are  there  not  some  in 
this  assembly,  who  never  once  put  up  a  feeble 
prayer  for  their  souls,  nor  were  brought  to  cry, 
God  be  merciful  to  me  a  sinner  ?  If  so,  awful  and 
dangerous,  beyond  expression,  is  their  case.  And 
did  they  see  on  what  slippery  places  their  feet  stand, 
anguishing  distress  must  overwhelm  their   souls. 


22 


So  long  as  you  are  strangers  to  prayer,  you  are 
strangers  to  religion  j  and  it  will  soon  be  found  by 
all,  RELIGION  is  the  one  thing  needful.  Let  none 
dare  to  rest  again,  till  they  have  lifted  up  their 
heart  to  God,  to  teach  them  to  number,  their  days,  ss 
that  they  apply  their  heart  unto  wisdom. 

If  any  of  my  young  hearers  haye  seen  their 
wretchedness  as  sinners,  and  taken  hold  on  the 
hope  of  the  gospel,  they  have  need  still  to  pray  as 
the  Psalmist  did.  Let  it  be  your  fervent  prayer, 
that  you  may  not  lose  sight  of  your  end,  and  the 
measure  of  your  days,  what  it  is ;  lest  you  be 
entangled  and  snared  with  the  cg.res  of  life,  or 
vanities  of  the  world,  and  that  day  come  upon 
you  unawares. 

Old  People  must  surely  feel  themselves  warn- 
ed of  their  approaching  end,  and  reproved,  if  they 
neglect  to  pray  as  in  our  text.  But  a  short  season 
can  you  have  to  apply  your  hearts  to  wisdom. 
The  time  of  your  departure  is  at  hand.  Neglect 
not  to  examine  the  evidence  of  your  being  prepar- 
ed to  stand  at  the  right  hand  of  the  Jud^e.  If  in 
the  way  of  life,  see  that  ye  hold  out  to  the  end. 
If  any  have  lived  to  old  age  without  God  in  the 
world,  delay  not  another  moment  to  acquaint  your- 
selves with  him,  and  be  at  peace.  Lay  down  the 
weapons  of  your  rebellion,  and  become  reconciled 
to  God,  through  Jesus  Christ,  our  Lord. 


AMEN. 


